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4. The progress of the department may be briefly reviewed. Epidemic
dispensaries have increased in number from 11 to 29. The duties of the
medical officers in charge of them are mainly concerned with epidemics,
but, when not so engaged, they tour in the interior of the districts and carrj;
out health ^ propaganda, afford medical relief to villagers, inspect health
conditions including the health of children in village schools perform inocu-
lations and minor operations and report on the water-supply and other
matters affecting public health. The effect of the propaganda work done
by them cannot be accurately gauged, but the dispensaries are popular with
all classes and there seems little doubt that their effect on public health
has been real. At any rate whilst between 1914 and 1921 the death-rate in
rural areas only twice fell as low as 35 per thousand, from 1922 it has varied
between 29 and 34. The number of operations treated has increased from
half a lakh to a lakh during the period of the Reforms, and of minor opera-
tions from a maximum of 350 to 1,500.

The Health Publicity Department was started in 1922 with the appoint-
ment of two officers. In 1923 they were equipped with a travelling health
exhibition. Their activities have been mainly confined to municipalities,
educational and other conferences and large agricultural shows. They
have been largely instrumental in organizing Baby Weeks and Health Weeks
in municipal areas. Their popularity is such that they are unable to respond
to all the calls upon their time.

The Child Welfare movement dates from the formation of the Child
Welfare League in Nagpur City in 1920, but the effort was local in character,
and had little effect on the province as a whole. It was not till recently
that the movement spread outside Nagpur. This development was due to
the efforts of the provincial Red Cross Association which formed^ a sub-
committee for maternity and infant welfare and has been responsible for
the organization of about 30 centres in other towns. The organizing ability
displayed by the Society has enabled the local Government to entrust all
grants .made for maternity and infant welfare to it since 1925-26, and in the
current year it thus controls the distribution of grants of Rs. 45,990 for
infant welfare centres and Rs. 14,000 for a Health School.

Another important activity of the department is the organization of rat
destruction for the prevention of plague. This also dates from before the
Reforms. Up to 1924 only Nagpur City had an organized scheme of
destruction to which Government contributed, but the success obtained
thereby has now led 11 other towns to follow suit. Government meets half
the cost of approved schemes, and now expends Rs. 16,693 on this account
as against Rs. 4,305 at the commencement of the Reforms.